LONGBRANCH IMPROVEMENT CLUB

MEMBER NEWS
FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE COMMUNITY

AUGUST 2019

NEXT MEMBERS MEETING: AUGUST 21, 2019 – 6:30PM POTLUCK
President’s Message
As I write this there are countless people working tirelessly (well they might
be a little tired) on the Key Best – Denim and Diamonds event coming up
on August 3. I hope that you all are planning to attend. We have a
wonderful evening planned with live music, live and silent auctions,
delicious food and an assortment of beverages. If you can’t make the event,
please consider a donation to The Longbranch Foundation. This event is our biennial fund raiser
and is the source of most of the funds that we use for scholarships, environmental camp and other
benefits for the kids at Evergreen Elementary.
July saw the successful completion of the electrical work and installation of internet service at the
Marina. Thanks to Robert Theisen, Bob Perry, Randy Babich, and Jim Sobieck for their work on
these projects. Bob Perry and his crew are working on changing out our propane tank and running
water and power to the Longbranch sign. So many great things are happening to our building and
marina thanks to the unselfish commitments of our volunteers.
Our July membership meeting was packed with speakers. We had a short conversation with Emily
Erhardt our recent scholarship recipient. Then we had a presentation from Mike Simpson of
Peninsula Light. Mike discussed our winter snow storms and how Peninsula Light responded. He
also reviewed what they learned and how they plan to improve their processes. The fact that they
are continually trying to improve is one of the things that makes Peninsula Light such a great
organization. Next we heard from Dustin Moore, the new Fire Chief. Dustin discussed the upcoming
EMS levy. He explained the reasons for voting the levy now, and how our tax dollars would be
spent. No matter how you feel about this levy, please remember to vote, and let your voice be
heard.
We have the Labor Day Dance coming up on August 31 with another great dance band. I know that
Bob and Barb will be asking for volunteers. Please step up and help them. These dances are a great
community event, and are part of the ongoing history of our organization.
The pump out station committee is moving forward with a grant application to cover permits,
consultants, and design costs. Some committee members have been visiting other marinas that
(Continued on next page)
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have pump out stations and discussing the merits of the various types of systems. We’ll keep
you posted on our progress.
I’ll keep this message short and sweet this month. Don’t forget about these upcoming events:
•
•
•
•

Key Best – Denim and Diamonds – August 3
Election Day – August 6
Membership Meeting – August 21
Labor Day Dance - August 31

Marsha
marsha@marshakremen.com
Cell: 206-419-0503

Membership Report
Thanks to everyone who helps make the
monthly meetings as much fun as they are.
That includes the folks that help set up tables
and chairs (and put them away), and help in
the kitchen and the bar. It is great to see all of
you at the meetings. We do have some new
members in the past couple of months, and
I’d like to welcome:
• Jen and Bob Dalton
• Bonnie Eads

•
•
•
•

Margaret and Alan Golston
Karen and Paul Gruver
Jesse Pecoraro and Christie Parker
Garry and Katy Schneider

Be sure to say ‘hello’ when you see them.
See you in August!
Nancy Carr
Membership Chair

From the Sunshine Corner
Out of respect for our member’s privacy, it has been decided
that there will no longer be a public announcement of
what I’ve done as Sunshine Lady for the LIC.
However, please remember that I’m still
sending out cards and good wishes to our
members that need the cheer. My contact
information is on the website and listed
below. Thank you.
Let’s all be someone’s Sunshine today!
Cheril Allen, The Sunshine Lady
Text (425) 877-7883, Email (brettandcheril@gmail.com)
LICweb.org
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KEY BEST is our fundraiser that is all about fostering better educational opportunities for our
children on the KP. Learn more at https://www.keybestauction.com Experience … smooth jazz;
delicious food; an exciting array of auction items!! Please come, have fun, enjoy the evening
and spend money (😊).
Your donation of Dollars! and time is critical to us. We look forward to your involvement.
We hope to see you there!
KEY BEST – SATURDAY AUGUST 3, 2019 (4 – 8PM)
This Auction is all about the children. All the net proceeds from this auction go toward the
Foundation’s two main initiatives to support our kids:
Student Programs supports Evergreen Elementary students with scholarships for 5th graders to
attend environmental camp (check out the thank you notes in the program and on your table at
the auction), and money for items that make students feel better about themselves (self-care
items) – hygiene kits, shoes, coats, after school programs, and the like.
In 2019 we increased our support to $1,500 for Camp helping 10 students attend, and plan to
spend $2,000 on self-care items. Our team has identified needs for these students that exceed
$8,000 a year, and that only covers 30-50 of the 130 students in need.
And eventually, the Foundation would love to expand support to the Key Peninsula Middle
School.
Higher Education Scholarships are awarded to Key Peninsula High School seniors who have
attended Evergreen Elementary. We also support those students who qualify with recurring
scholarships while they are in school.
One $1,500 scholarship pays for an entire quarter at Tacoma Community College.
In 2018, we awarded $8,000 in scholarships to attend college, and to students already in college
whom we have supported in the past. In the future we hope to increase the number of new
scholarships we award, as well as continue with recurring scholarships on a selective basis. In
addition, we are looking to increase our planned dollars, so we can expand to Trade School and
Vocational Training scholarships in addition to College Scholarships.
Thank you for working with us to make a difference in our community.
Barb Floyd
President
bjf.4969@yahoo.com
LICweb.org
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cell: (206) 920-3273

The Longbranch Foundation
P. O. Box 111
Lakebay, WA 98349
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Dockmaster Report

Hello from the marina, July has been a busy
month and that is a great thing! We hosted
the Navy Yacht Club, who's members are all
active duty and veterans, representing all the
branches of our military. We also hosted
Tacoma Outboard Association, and I met
some of the nicest people from their club,
and finally, PNW Classic Yacht Association. We
have had many first time guests at the marina
this month, and I was told how wonderful the
marina is, and they are so glad they finally
made it out to Longbranch.

If you take your boat out for an overnight or
longer stay, please let Katie or me know so we
can help make sure all boats are safe and
accounted for. Communication between the
dockmaster and permanent boaters is a must.
If you bring a guest in, it works best if you let
the dockmaster help them to a spot.
Remember, you are responsible for your
guests’ actions, whether they come in on a
boat or are walk-ons. The marina rules apply
to all – and that includes keeping pets on a
leash! PLEASE!!

Summer is in full swing and even during the
week, we have guests moored at our dock. I
have been working on projects at the marina,
and want to thank Larry Silva for making the
replacement board for the plastic cover
that was damaged by the office door. I
painted the coordinates of the marina on the
board, and added a pineapple; symbol of
hospitality, with welcome at the bottom. Stop
by and take a look! One thing that would
help me is communication. I make decisions
in real time, and logistics are very important
at the dock. If you see an issue or concern at
the marina please call me.

Thanks, everyone for your support of the
marina. We are always open for new ideas on
how to make the marina better.
If you were inquiring about burgees, they
should be available in a few weeks.
Robert Theisen
Marina Chair

My motto for our marina is "it's always a
great day at the Longbranch Marina”.
Katie Harrison
Dockmaster

Marina Report

Summer is off and running. The marina is
doing GREAT and is booming. It seems like
there are boats in every day, and I want to
thanks Katie for doing a GREAT job. She is a
ray of sunshine to have at the marina. Oh,
and she is going to be a Grandma soon – what
fun!
LICweb.org
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Events

Building and Grounds

Summer is in full swing at the LIC! Your events
chairs have been hard at work helping the
Longbranch Foundation prepare for the Key
Best auction. This is going to be a great event,
and we hope that you will all join us for a fun
evening to help further the mission of the
Foundation. Moving forward, we are also
getting ready for the Labor Day weekend
dance, featuring Copastetic! This will be
another fun event with a great Rock and Roll
band. We can always use your assistance to
help us make this event another success. You
can reach out to us at the next general
meeting to offer your assistance. The Farm
Tour and our fantastic Fiber Arts show will be
upon us before we know it! Our committee is
working diligently to put this event together.
Once again, your participation is welcome
and always appreciated, not only by our
committee, but by everyone from the
community who attends.

It’s another wonderful summer, and the
membership has really stepped up in keeping
the LIC beautiful.
Marsha Kremen (LIC
President), Barbara Green, Bob Green (LIC
Events Trustee), Ann Morris, Susan Quigley
and others did a great job of trimming and
cleaning up our flower beds and
greenery. We did a bit of hand mowing prior
to a wedding rental, and we have a lot more
on our plate in the coming weeks. On
Saturday, August 10th and Sunday August
11th we will be trenching around the LIC for
the installation of a new 1,000 gal LP gas tank,
as well as irrigation lines. On Saturday,
anyone who is interested in helping is invited
and appreciated to come help. If we don’t
make great progress, work will continue into
Sunday as well. Please bring your shovel and
rake (we will use a ditch witch for the actual
trench digging), so it should not be too
laborious.
Beverages and lunch will be
provided.
Please RSVP to Bob Perry –
bobperrypersonal@outlook.com or 714-3457745 if you are coming to help!

The next Events Committee meeting will be
Wednesday August 21st at 4:00 p.m. at the
LIC. Until next Month!
Bob & Barb
Events Co-Chairs
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Plum Galette
Contributed by Jim Sobiek (Jim saved a lot of work
by just using store bought puff pastry).
The amount of sugar needed depends on the tartness
of the plums. If all you have are fairly ripe, and
therefore fairly sweet, plums, use a little less sugar.
If using salted butter, omit the salt in the crust.
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 45 minutes
Making homemade crust time: 1 hour, 20 minutes
Yield: Makes 6 servings
INGREDIENTS
1 egg, beaten, for egg wash
Crust:
1 1/4 cup (160g) all purpose (optional)
1 teaspoon cream for egg wash
flour
(optional)
1 teaspoon sugar
Coarse sugar for sprinkling
1/2 teaspoon salt
5 ounces of unsalted butter (1 (optional)
Filling:
1/4 sticks, 10 Tbsp, 137g), cut
6-8 tart plums and/or pluots,
into cubes
pitted and sliced (about 1 1/4
1/4 cup (57 ml) sour cream
1 Make the dough for the galette: If making a
homemade crust, make the dough at least an hour in
advance. Whisk together the flour, sugar, and salt in a
large bowl. Add the cubed butter to the dough and
use your (clean) hands or a pastry blender to work the
butter into the dough until the mixture resembled
crumbs, with pieces of butter no bigger than a pea.
Add the sour cream to the mixture and mix in with a
fork. Gather the dough into a ball with your hands and
flatten into a disk shape. Wrap with plastic wrap and
chill for at least an hour (it will need chilling to firm
up) before rolling out.
2 Toss plum slices with sugar, cinnamon, lemon,
instant tapioca: In a medium sized bowl, gently toss
the plum slices with the sugar, cinnamon, lemon juice,
zest, and instant tapioca (or flour).
3 Preheat oven to 375°F (190°C).
4 Line baking sheet and roll out dough: Remove the
pie dough from the refrigerator to let stand for
5 minutes before rolling out. Line a baking sheet with
LICweb.org

pounds or 570g)
1/3 cup (70 g) sugar
1/8 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon orange (or lemon)
zest
1 teaspoon quick tapioca, or a
tablespoon of flour (for
thickening)

parchment paper or a silicone mat, or lightly butter a
baking sheet. Lightly flour a clean surface and roll out
the pie dough to a 13-inch round of even thickness.
5 Arrange plum slices in center of dough round, fold
up edges: Place rolled-out pie dough in the center
of the lined or buttered baking sheet. Arrange
the plum slices in a circular pattern, starting from 1
1/2 to 2 inches from the outside edge of the dough,
working your way into the center. Fold the edges of
the pie crust up and over so that circle of the filling is
visible.
6 Brush with egg wash, sprinkle with coarse sugar: If
you want an attractive finish for the crust, whisk
together the egg and cream in a small bowl. Brush on
the exposed pastry crust with a pastry brush. Sprinkle
with some coarse sugar.
7 Bake: Place in the middle rack of the oven. Bake at
375°F (190°C) for 40-50 minutes, until the crust is
lightly browned and the filling is bubbly. Cool on a rack
for an hour before serving.
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LIC General Meeting
July 17, 2019
Marsha Kremen, President,
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

called

the

New members were introduced: Karin
Gruver, Garry Schneider and Margaret
Golston.
Don Berger introduced Emily Erhardt, the
2019 Longbranch Foundation scholarship
recipient.
Emily
attended
Evergreen
Elementary and recently graduated from
Peninsula High School where her favorite
classes were pre-calculus and chemistry.
Emily plans on attending TCC this fall to work
towards her associate’s degree, and will then
transfer to Gonzaga, which has a great study
abroad program, or WSU, in order to reach
her goal of working with NBA teams. Emily
thanked the LIC members for choosing her
for the scholarship, stating that it was an
absolute honor and she is so grateful for the
opportunity given to her.
Randy Carr paid tribute to Emily’s father,
Glen Erhardt for his hard work in securing
the floor in the LIC clubhouse many years
ago.
Randy introduced Signo Uddenberg, who is
the immediate past board president at
Peninsula Light. Signo then introduced Mike
Simpson, the Chief Operating Officer. The
following is an excerpt from his presentation:
120
hours
were
spent
on
the
“Snowmageddon” storm restoration this
past winter. Every substation but two were
out of power at least once. Contractors,
exempt employees and other power

companies helped out during this crisis.
Peninsula Light was able to communicate
updates with their members through social
media, including Twitter posts, Facebook
feeds and discussion groups which were
monitored consistently. The following areas
of opportunity based on lessons learned
from this event will be addressed: 1. In the
process of working on a design to be able to
open and close circuits automatically. 2.
Install tree wire for those areas that can’t
have underground wiring. 3. Vegetation
management.
4.
Schedule
quarterly
meetings with Tacoma power to review all
standard
operating
procedures.
5.
Reevaluate all backup systems. 6. Additional
training 7. Use systems more routinely.
Marsha introduced the new Key Peninsula
Fire Chief, Dustin Morrow. The following is an
excerpt from his presentation:
The KP fire department is a top to bottom
fire service that is small, but well equipped.
Most calls are EMS or rescue related. The fire
department funding comes from the regular
fire levy, EMS levy, M & O levy and fees for
service. The current levy passed in 2010 for
10 years, and was essential to maintain
services in the community. Based on
assessed valuation, there is a widening gap
between potentially available revenue in
2010 versus today. Expenses have out-paced
revenue. Dustin is hoping to replace the
existing EMS levy one year early with the
same $.50/1000 valuation and to make it a
permanent levy. In order to pass, a super
majority of 60% is required. He is asking us
(continued on next page)
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LIC General Meeting
July 17, 2019
to vote on August 6th. Here is Dustin’s
information
for
any
questions:
dmorrow@keypeninsulafire.org;
253-8842222.
BOARD REPORTS
Secretary: Kim Robinson asked that the
minutes of the June meeting be accepted as
written and submitted. MSP
Treasurer: Jim Hettinger was not present.
Marsha noted that the LIC had a net income
of $5700 over budget for June. Year to date,
we are $24,000 over net income compared
to budget.
Membership: Nancy Carr stated that the LIC
bucks are in the nametags, and to check the
sign-up sheets to make sure your hours are
correct. If your hours do not add up, please
let her know.
Events: Bob Green stated that an events
committee meeting will be held on
Wednesday, July 24th at 3:30 and all are
welcome to attend. The Labor Day dance is
on Aug. 31st and the band Copasetic will be
playing. Volunteers are still needed. The Key
Best committee members have been
working hard. Food station, bartender,
barback and rover positions are still needed.
A volunteer list was passed around with the
positions still needed to be filled.
Building & Grounds:
Bob Perry shared that volunteers are needed
for facility cleanup the day of the Key Best
auction, Aug. 3rd at 1:00 p.m. for a couple of
hours. He also needs volunteers for grounds
maintenance, which includes mowing and
weed whacking of the trails. We now have a
riding lawn mower that was donated to us,

but if you would like to bring your own
mower that would be helpful. Bob will
provide beverages. Mowing can be worked
in sections to accommodate availability. On
August 9th, a 1000-gallon propane tank will
be installed and we will bring in new gas
service. This will provide the LIC with a
yearly net savings of $2500, and we should
financially break even within 3 years.
Volunteers are needed for trenching at the
LIC on Saturday, August 10th. Both an
irrigation line, and power for lights, will run
out to the Longbranch sign. New security
cameras have been installed around the
building, and another camera will be
installed at the Longbranch sign in the
future.
Marina:
Robert Theisen stated that the internet at
the marina is now working. When signing in,
bypass the guest sign in, which only allows
access for 24 hours before you have to sign
in again. Bob Perry and Robert are working
on a security system plan at the marina for
the future. If you are taking out your boat for
an extended time, do not leave your car in
the parking lot. There is a limited amount of
parking and the LIC is not responsible for any
damages.
Trustee at Large:
Clark Van Bogart revealed the Toro mower
that his neighbor and fellow LIC member Eric
Fleischman donated to the Longbranch
Foundation. Please thank the Fleischman’s
when you see them at the LIC.
Newsletter:
Tanya Perry is asking for a recipe to put in
the newsletter. Please send any articles you
(continued on next page)
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LIC General Meeting
July 17, 2019
want in the newsletter to her by the 25th
of each month. She also gave a shout out to
Katie Harrison, the new Dockmaster and said
it was fun to see her face at the marina.
Historian:
Lynn Larson does a scrapbook for every year.
She has completed year 2006 and should
have 2005 completed by next month.
Carolyn Wiley made a recommendation that
these scrapbooks be displayed on tables at
events such as the Livable Community Fair
and Fiber Arts so people can flip through
them.
Vice President:
David Zeigler stated that he is happy to be
involved with the LIC and will do whatever it
takes!
President:
Marsha Kremen gave an update on the
Pierce Country Preservation Grant. We are
still being recommended for 100% funding
and should know more early next year when
it goes before the county council. The board
has authorized a committee to research the
possibility of putting a pump out station at
the marina. Part of the reason for this
decision is the fact that agencies, including
the county, want us to do this because there
are so few pump out stations in the South
Sound, and part of our mission is to protect
Filucy Bay, and this would certainly help with
that. Brett Allen has been elected to run the
committee, and he has chosen his members.
The committee has already had their first
meeting, and are charged with looking at
existing pump out stations, getting
estimates, and working on a grant
application for initial costs, such as
LICweb.org

permitting and other preliminary issues. We
have not committed the LIC to any money or
upfront costs at this time. At this point, this
is purely exploratory.
The Longbranch Foundation:
Barb Floyd gave an update on the Key Best
event which will take place on August 3rd.
People have been working for months on
this event. We already have $13,000 from
sponsors and donors. If you are unable to
attend, we will gladly accept your
contributions now! The festivities include
Steve Nieto, who will be playing smooth jazz,
great food, and an amazing list of auction
items procured by Kelly Hettinger and Barb
Van Bogart. All money made from Key Best
will go towards the Evergreen Elementary
students and scholarships.
Upcoming Meetings & Events:
• Key Best – August 3rd (4-8 p.m.)
• Labor Day Weekend Dance – Saturday,
August 31th (8pm – 11pm)
• Next Membership Meeting (dinner
potluck) – Wednesday, August 21st
• Christmas Party – December 18th
Robert introduced Celia Emens who runs the
recycling program for the LIC. He would like
to remind everyone to refrain from putting
trash in the recycling bins.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm.
Submitted by: Kim Robinson
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LIC Contacts:
PRESIDENT: Marsha Kremen
253.884.2254
marsha@marshakremen.com
VICE PRESIDENT: David Zeigler
858.945.8913
zigd@windrivermedia.com
SECRETARY: Kim Robinson
253.514.0533
kdecamp66@gmail.com
TREASURER: Jim Hettinger
253.235.9009
jehettinger@gmail.com
BLDG/GROUNDS: Bob Perry
714.345.7745
bobperrypersonal@outlook.com
EVENTS : Bob & Barb Green
bobgreen928@gmail.com
bfg14012@gmail.com
206.321.2145
206.802.8848

LIC OFFICE ADMINISTRATION:
Kim DeCamp Robinson
253.514.0533
kdecamp66@gmail.com
BLDG RENTALS & CLEANING:
Kim Hunsaker
253.985.0690
LICclubhouserentals@gmail.com
MOORAGE MGR: Robert Theisen
253.682.7993
roberttheisen2000@gmail.com
DOCKMASTER: Katie Harrison
253.202.2056

WEBMASTER: Rob Hord
rob.hord@gmail.com

KITCHEN SERVICES: – Mary Lemon
253.884.5255
marylemon@centurytel.net

The Longbranch Foundation:
PRESIDENT: Barb Floyd
253.884.3796
Cell: 206.920.3273
hozro_99@yahoo.com

Tightlinesandsunshine@gmail.com

ADOPT-A-ROAD: Pat Muchmore
253.884.3890
patroon9047@aol.com
NATURE TRAIL: Larry Bingham
253.884.1124
bing6178@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP: Nancy Carr
253.884.1384
ncarr44@centurytel.net

LIC HISTORIAN: Lynn Larson
253.884.3951
llarson@laasltd.com

TRUSTEE-AT LARGE:
Clark Van Bogart
253.549.9129
cvb@vanbogart.com

“SUNSHINE LADY”: Cheril Allen
425.877.7883
brettandcheril@gmail.com

Francie Carr
253.279.0532
francie68@gmail.com
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RECYCLING ALUMINUM CANS:
Celia Emens & Marion Henrich
Emenscelia31@gmail.com
(253) 225-6394
LIC Grocery Receipts: Connie
Hildahl
253.884.1400
cahildahl@gmail.com

DOCK : Robert Theisen
253.682.7993
roberttheisen2000@gmail.com

Advisor to the Board: Phil Johnson
253.884.3784
kpjohn0425@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER PROOF READERS:
Marlies Van Cise and Pat
Muchmore

SCHOLARSHIP: Don Berger
253.686.9097
donberger42@gmail.com
YOUTH PGMS Co-Chairs:
Kim DeCamp Robinson
253.514.0533
kdecamp66@gmail.com
Jan Prichard
253.884.2030
jan@pacinfo.com
www.longbranchfoundation.org

LIC NEWSLETTER: Tanya Perry
206.778.6647
tanyaspersonal@outlook.com

LIC Clubhouse
4312 Key Peninsula Hwy S
Longbranch, WA 98351
253.884.5137

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION:
Marlies Van Cise
253.884.5608
keypenmar@gmail.com

Marina
5213 Key Peninsula Hwy SW
Longbranch, WA 98351
253.884.5137
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Longbranch Improvement Club
PO Box 111
Lakebay, WA 98349
PLACE YOUR AD HERE
LIC ads are FREE for members. Donations accepted from the community. Submit your ad copy to
LICmembernews@gmail.com no later than the 25th of each month.

Updated porterage costs
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Updated porterage costs
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